The regular meeting of the President and the City Council of Prophetstown, Whiteside County, Illinois was held March 13, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the Prophetstown City Hall.  Mayor “Bud” Thompson called the meeting to order and asked Linda Pilgrim to call roll.  Those responding were Alan Posey, Scott Sibley, Delores Francis, Dave Drummet, Bill Uhler and Warren Long.  Attorney Lon Richey was also in attendance.  City Clerk, Karen Stuart was not in attendance.  Approximately 20 residents and Boy Scout Troop 94 with Leader Dawn Olsen were also in attendance.

Thompson invited Sabastian Guidry, Boy Scout member of Troop 94 to lead in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Thompson recognized Dawn Olsen, a leader of Boy Scout Troop 94.  Dawn introduced 6 members of the troop and announced that they are working toward their Eagle merit badges.

Thompson called for a motion to approve the minutes of February 13, 2007.   Uhler made motion to accept the minutes as printed.   Long seconded.  Roll call vote yeas, Drummet, Francis, Sibley, Posey, Uhler and Long.  Carried.

Thompson called for a motion to approve the Financial Reports.  Sibley made motion to accept the finance reports as presented.  Posey seconded.  Roll call vote yeas, Drummet, Francis, Sibley, Posey, Uhler and Long. Carried.

Thompson announced that Karen Stuart was ill and that Linda Pilgrim would be filling in as recorder of minutes for tonights meeting.

Police Chief Mike Fisk reported that the Police Committee will ask the local snowmobilers for their input as to ways in and out of the city.  With notices in the Prophetstown Echo, anyone interested, including snowmobilers will be invited to meet with Chief Fisk and committee members, Al Posey and Delores Francis.  

Fisk reported that Officer Strike attended a class in February, regarding law updates.  Fisk added that he also attended a class in February on effective leadership.
Posey reported that a meeting was held in reference to Prophetstown’s 4th of July celebration.  Prophetstown Police Officers will be on duty with one officer available at all times to the city and the remaining two officers would be in the park.  The scheduling and rotating of officers will remain that of the Prophetstown Police Department.

Public Works Superintendent, Paul Hummel, was not in attendance as he was in Springfield at the American Water Works Association (AWWA) Conference.  However, Sibley did report that old water meters have been sent to Springfield for testing to show whether or not they are recording properly.

Thompson added that he and Sibley have talked to Fehr-Graham in reference to a grant for streetscape.  Both he and Sibley agree with Mr. Perdi to wait and see what results the CDAP grant produces.

Uhler reports the budget is started, he is waiting for figures from the Police Department and Public Works Department.  As Uhler continued he reported that preliminary numbers project an income of one million dollars.  Sibley questioned that taxes may not need to be raised?  Uhler responded that it was not in his plans.

Barb Ballew reported for the library.  The summer reading program will once again take place with Linda Atherton.  Space has been made for 3,000 art books received in conjunction with a grant from the school library. 

As Barb continued, she reported that the library is running short of money.  With the funds running short the last 2-3 years, the time has come that cutting back on library hours, by an hour a day, may be necessary.  The library received $16,900 last year in taxes.  Comments were heard that the library is very nice for the amount of funds received.  Uhler added that they do run on a very tight budget.  A fund raiser (tour of homes) generated some money, but most of the income comes from the people.  Consideration of breaking away from the city, which would allow the library to tax citizens may be an option to generate funds.  

Glenda Sampson reported for Main Street.  After hours will take place at Lacy’s on April 16th.  The garage and plant sales are scheduled for April 28th.

Sena Warkins reported for the Prophetstown-Lyndon Area Chamber of Commerce.  She reminded everyone that the next meeting is scheduled for March 14th at 7:00 p.m. at the Main Street Office.  Membership letters are being mailed and September 21st will be the annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet.

Richard “Dick” Bradley reported for the American Legion.  He reports of concerns of damage that may be created by snowmobiles at Eclipse Square.

Thompson directed his attention to Helen Kingdon, resident of 107 Park Street, in reference to a neighbor’s fence at 306 E. 2nd Street.  She presented pictures of the fence in question.  The fence is toppling over and has damaged her garage. She added that she’s lived at this location for thirty years and has never had water in her garage, until now.  There is not enough room to maintain her garage with the fence leaning as it is.  With the fence sitting on a cement embankment, it exceeds 6’ and is nearly 20’ tall.  Sibley confirmed it is quite tall on two sides.  Long reported that when the fence was built, it was within the guidelines stated in the city codes.  The original permit was issued in 2005 and Helen believes it was a poor decision to have approved it.  Thompson asked Attorney Richey to review the ordinance along with the photographs presented.

Thompson then directed his attention to Harvey Uhler.  Mr. Uhler is asking what can be done about the noisy trucks in town.  He added that it is not just kids; there are some adults who are also causing the problem.  Police Chief, Mike Fisk said they will issue tickets when warranted.

Thompson then directed his attention to George Stills.  Mr. Stills inquired as to if the Lyndon Road project was still in the works.  Thompson reported that it is moving forward, contracts have been let.

Mr. Stills also inquired about pool/fence regulations.  Attorney Richey commented it was left at the review of revisions to the Sterling ordinance and he is waiting for direction from the city council.

Mr. Stills asked how many dogs a person is allowed to have.  Thompson stated 4.  Police Chief Fisk added, up to four four-legged animals which includes cats.

Sue Schroeder asked Mayor Thompson to explain to the boy scouts the origin of the American flag hanging on the council chambers wall.  Thompson told them it was a flag flown on a CW2 helicopter flying over IRAQ.  It was presented to the Prophetstown Lions Club, by Shawn Maronde.  The Lions Club did not have room to hang it, thus the City Council accepted it from the Lions Club, along with the certification and picture of the helicopter it flew on.
Anita Fisk reported that the 150th Centennial Committee moved their meeting from April 5th to April 4th, because of Maundy Thursday.

In new business:

April was designated as clean-up, fix-up, paint-up month.  Sibley so motioned with a second from Uhler.  Roll call vote yeas, Drummet, Francis, Long, Uhler, Posey and Sibley.  Carried.

Three names have been submitted for appointment to the Henry C. Adams Memorial Library Board of Trustees.  Sharon James-Reedy, Vicki Waldbusser and Doug Earl.  Sibley motioned to accept the recommendations.  Francis seconded.  Roll call vote yeas, Drummet, Francis, Long, Uhler, Posey and Sibley.  Carried.

Referring to old business:

Thompson commented that the “smoke free” issue remains with state discussions.  He continued to say that he feels, it being a health issue that it would need to be county wide to make it work.  

Referring to new ideas for Prophetstown:

There has been some discussion that Eclipse Square be equipped with surveillance cameras.  Posey commented that a citizen reported to him of damage done in the area of the love light tree.  It is unsure of how this occurred.

Hearing no further discussions, Thompson called for a motion to adjourn.  Uhler so motioned.  Second from Posey.  Roll call vote yeas.  Sibley, Posey, Uhler, Francis, Long and Drummet.  Carried.

Meeting adjourned 8:00 p.m.
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